all kinds of timbers and headers and stuff
and started securing the area into that
roof fall.  We timbered the roadway down
there and everything and made it pretty safe
just to get in the area, but by the time we had
done all that it had fell in some more.  And
at that time, Dennis decided that we just crib
it off and leave it and go ahead and take them
down and scrape the bottom, but he told me
they were thinking about firing me over allowing
the first roof fall.

And, at Tr. 99:

Q.  Are you sure that's the only reason that
Ranger Fuel discharged you was because of the
danger board incident?

A.  Yes, ma'am.

Q,  He specifically said that when he discharged
you?

A.  Harrison Blankenship, yes, ma'am, he told me
specifically that I should have gotten that top
secured.  And Dennis Myers had already told me
before that, that they were thinking about firing
me over that fall.

Mr. Gravely testified as to the circumstances surrounding
a second pump which was damaged at the same water hole where
the first pump had been destroyed.  Miner operator Gary Kiblinger
caught the pump hose with his miner while it was laying by
the rib after being disconnected by electrician Randy Johnson!
The pump was dragged some 75 to 100 feet, and Mr. Gravely
believed that only the "goose neck" used to hook on the
discharge hose was damaged and that this piece cost eight to
ten dollars.  Mr. Kiblinger was not reprimanded and the
electrician was under the supervision of maintenance foreman
Floyd Holthouser (Tr. 95-97).

Mr. Gravely stated that the value of the second pump
was probably two or three thousand dollars, and he denied
that he had ever previously been blamed for destroying
material on his shift (Tr. 98) .

Mr. Gravely confirmed that he was not given a written
letter of discharge.  He was advised orally by Mr. Blankenship
and mine manager Walt Crickmer that he was discharged
(Tr. 100).
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